CHESLER, PHYLLIS

Rose Chernin died of Alzheimer’s disease on Sop-
rember 8, 1995, in Los Angeles, at almost ninety-four
years of age
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CHESLER, PHYLLIS (b. 1940)

Phyliis Chesler, a radical feminist and Iiherariom
pevchologist, i a prolific writer, seasoned activisy and
organizer, amd eommitted Jew and Fionist. She s the
authar of cight hoaoks, including e aned Vadres
(1972}, Bewen, Money and Power (1976}, About Mien
{1974}, Muarbers o Tral: The Hirele far kabdren ot
Crovedy (1986), Payrigreby: Notes of an fuapet e
{1904, and Lettery to A Yorony Femimint {1998), She puls-
lishes in bath popular and acadermc sournals and s the
editor-at-large for O phy formees magazine. Lectufing
widely on women's legal rights and eenotional healsh,
Chesler alsp serves as an experl Withess 40 WiHTHN S
and Family isuaes,

Born on Oemober 1, 1940, Chesler and her two

younger brothers grew up in an Orthodox Jewsh fam-
ily in Borough Park, Brooklm. Her mather, Lillian
Hammer), was 3 school secretary, and her father
Lean was 3 tuck driver, She wraces her activism back

tor her experiences as a child when, at age cight, she
joined Hashomer Hatzair, a Zioniss youth orgamza-
riom, and later Ain Harod, 3 lefiist Zionist youth
group advocating Arab-Tewish kibbuwizim, According
i Clesber, when i became clear o her that, as an
Orthodox Jew, she would not be bar mitovahed, she
beoke from the formal aspects of Judaism.

Much af Cheslers university carser has heen
spent at Richmond College, The Caollege of Soten
Island, part of the City University of New York
(UMY, where she is a tenured professor in peychol-
ogy and women’s studics. In addition w teaching 2t
the college, Chesler has been active in the founding of
the College Birth Conmol and CHhaym Gelf-FHelp
Clinic, the College Child Care Center, the Hape
Counseling Project, and the Counseling for Battersd
Women Prajecr. A eofounder of ome of the fira
women’s stadies progranis in the couniry and teacher
of one of the first “sccredited” women% swudies
classes, Chesder was instrunmental in the crestion of
woinen's smdies programs throwghoat the CLIMNY
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As a psychotherapist who completed her graduste
work in pevchology at the New School for Socul
Research, Chesler counts among her most prized
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biosok. I wnd Miedaers, has wold v anal a half mwal-
linm oopies anid has been trarmslared into six i.l-l=!."'||13€5-
It is one of the carliest works of the modern Amencn
femindst movement oo adidress issues such as the mi-
rrevtmment of swaanien, ||_':|1:|_|||J rlg.' n rape andl inocsg
female role models; and spirituality in the mentd
health services.
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Chesler has advecared for change in the 1rearment
of women in mengal health seraces through the




Association for Wamen in Paychology inhach she
eofmanded), the Natonal Women's Fleaith MNemwork,
ind the Natonal Center for Protective Parents
il Child Sexaal Abose Cases

Chesler has always belseved that “the kind of fom-
mist | am has everything to do with my Jewish passion
for justice.” Her direct invelvemnens with Jewish femsi-
ism began in 1971, when she eppounicred an
Semnitism on the Left and in the women's movement.
She began to wear 3 large star aroand her peck
identify herself as Jewish. Fler first visit o [srael i
December 1972 began a long-standing connecton
with the ther nascent lsracli fernanist moveneent.

A participant in the 1973 1974 Maticmal Jewish
Feminist Conference in Mew York City, Chesler firs
publicly wrote about being a radical feminist and 2
Trondst Jew in LiLms (winter 1976- 197 71 In char arti-
e she advocated the creation of “fenumst sovereign
sace,” drawing a parzllel hetween fepinksm  ancd
Fionism. After amending the 1980 UN Conference
o Women in Copenhagen, Chesler wrote 3 secompd
sricke in Lilith, this time using a psewdenym, m
expose the anti-Semitism of the conberence. Chesler
wat ore of the organizers of Feminists Againsy Ant-
Semitism, 3 group that defined irself as Fiopist and
feminist and coordinated a panel on Feminism and
anti-Sematisin for the 1981 Natonal Wamens Suudiss
Amsociation conference. In 1997 she was appointed
the st Research Associate at Brandeis’ Iitienational
Reiearch Institute on Jewsh Wamen.

Chesber has been creating alternative pruals for
Jewish holidays and life-eycle  evens since  hef
involvernent in the first feminist seder in New York
City in 1975, $he i active in the struggle for coual
rights of acoess o women a3 the Western Wall = 2
founding member and a direcior of che Board of the
Inemational Commimee for the Women of the Wall,

Marrizd and divarced pwice, Chesles has one son,
Asiel David Chesler, whe is 3 student at Brandeis Und-
versity. A single mother whe was diagnosed with
chronic fagigue immune dysfunetion syndrame n
191, Chesler cautions, “holding ones own againss
patrrarchy, just holding ones own, 3 not casy, Rt
ing it—huilding a resistance movernent—takes all we
bave, Anal more.”

SELECCTED WORKS BY PHYLLIS CHESLER

Aboser Men (1978); Foreword to Jazish Biemem Speak
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CHICAGO, JUDY
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CHICAGO, JUDY (b. 193%9)

For three decades Judy Chicago has melded poli
tics with art through painting, seulpure, writing, and
teaching.

Born Judy Cohen on July 20, 1939, in Chicago,
Mlinois, she later broke with patrilineal tradition by
adopting the surname Chicago. Ter explain her socm-
ingly inmate belief in herself and her dismasal of sex-
ist stereotypes, Chicagn has pointed to the lack of
gender bias in her family. An avid Marasz, Chicagn
fathes. Arthur, encouraged his only daughier to partic-
ipate in the poliicsl discussions thar pervaded their
middle-class home. Arthur, descended from sweney-
three generations of rabhis—one of whom was the
cighteenth-century Lithuanian rabhi the Gaon of
Vilna—rejected Orthodox Jewish life. As a former
dancer, Chicago’s mother, May, prom pred Chicago and
ler younger brother, Ben, to pursue ArtEstEC inEeTests,

Chicago’s art education comnmenced at the An
Institute of Chicago and continued at the L nivErsiny
of California 2t Los Angeles, where she completed
master of fire arts degree in 1964, Her marriage o
Jerry Gerowatz m 1961 ended ahmaptly when he wat
lilled in a car accident two years later. Chicago
explains that she mmed o art for solace and prosduced
minimalist seulprure—aspiring to @in acoeplance
from the male-dominazed art world, Soon, however,
she changed her objective: *T could o lenger pretend
i may art that being @ womdin had o neaning in noy
bife™ (Thromgh the Flower 510, She began to ERAITITG
what it meant 1o be both a woman and an anist.
Wanting o aid ather women on their arisme joar-
weys, Chicage developed the Freswos Feminist An
Program ar Califirnia State Liniversity in 1970 Artist
Mirian Schapire peined Chicage the following year,
when the program was moved o the {alifornia Insti-
wute of the Arts in Valencia. Here female students
relicd upon personal expericnoe fur subjoct ORALLEr,
culminating with the exhibition Homanbonse {1972}
Via insallstion and performance, the Feminist At
Program transformed a dilapidated house into an
erwironment expressing their individual perspectives
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